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Minutes of the Town of Sennett monthly Town Board Meeting held on Thursday, August 20, 2026, at 6:00 PM 
at the Sennett Town Office Building. 
 
Members Present: James Vivenzio, Councilman 

Michael Wellauer, Councilman 
Edward Rizzo, Councilman  
Kristopher LaPointe, Councilman 

   Thomas Blair, Supervisor 
 
Also Present:   Hayden Hares, Highway Superintendent 

Harold Gilfus, Code Enforcement Officer 
Kathleen Salisbury, Town Clerk 

 
Remotely:  Tom Gray 
 
Others Present: Residents William Feocco, Kate Sholar, Ken and Diane Sroka, Amy Rose; Joe Durand (TDK), 
Derek Shumaker 

1. Call to Order  
The Supervisor called the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town of Sennett Town Board to order at 6:00 PM on 
Thursday, August 20, 2026, at Sennett Town Hall. Attendees were reminded to sign in, silence their phones, and 
advised that the meeting was being recorded. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Blair, followed by a prayer. 

3. Roll Call  
Present: Councilman Vivenzio, Councilman Wellauer, Councilman Rizzo, Councilman LaPointe, Supervisor 
Blair. A quorum was established. 

4. Approval of Minutes  
The Supervisor noted that the prior month's minutes had been distributed and highlighted that the long-debated 
Harriet Tubman Scenic Byway had become a reality following a vote in Aurelius that morning. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the prior regular meeting was made by Councilman Rizzo and seconded 
by Councilman Vivenzio. The motion carried with 3 ayes (Rizzo, Vivenzio and Blair) and 2 abstentions 
(Wellauer and LaPointe – who were not at the last month’s meeting). Motion Passed. 

5. Public Hearing(s) - None  
No public hearings were scheduled for this meeting. 

6. Scheduled Speakers 

6.1 MRB – Engineering Items  
MRB Group did not attend remotely. The Supervisor provided an update on their behalf. Key points included: 
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Active correspondence has been ongoing regarding the Northern Borders Regional Commission grant. MRB's 
Abigail has been assisting with grant administration paperwork. Due to the current bookkeeper vacancy, Fiscal 
Advisers in Syracuse have been recommended to manage the capital project spreadsheets and books, as 
reimbursable expenditures from the general fund are expected to begin soon. The board indicated no objection to 
retaining Fiscal Advisers and directed the Supervisor to seek a proposal.  

MRB continues work with the water superintendent on GIS mapping. Regarding the ambulance district, the 
Supervisor noted that the map plan report update is time-sensitive and that failure to act soon would likely cause 
the town to miss a November referendum. MRB's wholesale water agreement work with County Water and Sewer 
was also briefly discussed; the Supervisor noted having heard that a pump repair may have alleviated some 
pressure issues, but encouraged interested parties to contact the County Water and Sewer Authority directly. 

6.2 Sroka PDD Amendment Request – TDK Engineering  
Joe Durand of TDK Engineering presented on behalf of property owner Ken Sroka, requesting an amendment to 
the existing Planned Development District (PDD) to include additional permitted uses consistent with those 
allowed in the adjacent commercial overlay district. The proposed new permitted uses are: emergency services 
facility, offices/professional studios, office building, government facility, retail, light industrial, and light 
manufacturing. Mr. Durand noted that since the PDD was originally established, the town completed a 
comprehensive zoning update in 2014 creating a commercial overlay district that now encompasses the subject 
corner lot at Turnpike Road and Route 34. 

Mr. Durand reported that the Planning Board had previously issued a positive recommendation to the Town Board 
to move the project forward, and he requested that the board introduce the proposed local law, schedule a public 
hearing, and refer the matter to the Cayuga County Planning Board (239 review) as soon as possible so that county 
comments would be available prior to the public hearing. 

The Supervisor explained that the action before the board was Local Law "B" of 2026, amending the Sroka PDD 
to permit the additional uses. He also indicated he would add a resolved clause authorizing referral to the County 
239 committee immediately, noting that this would allow the referral to be transmitted for the County’s next 
meeting. 

Motion to adopt a resolution introducing Local Law "B" of 2026 (A Local Law to Amend the Sroka 
Planned Development District (Created by Town of Sennett Ordinance No. 2-2011 and Amended by 
Local Law No. 3-2018) to Permit Additional Allowed Uses Within the PDD), designating the Town Board 
as lead agency for SEQR purposes, authorizing review of a Full Environmental Assessment Form, 
scheduling a public hearing for September 17, 2026 at 6:00 PM, and authorizing the Town Supervisor 
to refer the local law to the Cayuga County 239 Planning Committee, was made by Board Member 
LaPointe and seconded by Board Member Wellauer. The motion carried unanimously. Motion Passed. 

The Supervisor briefly noted that the municipal water line extension serving the area appeared to be facing 
uncertainty and encouraged the applicant, as an interested property owner, to contact County Water and Sewer 
directly to advocate for the project. 

6.3 Town Park Project – Brian Manthey  
Brian Manthey was unable to attend. The Supervisor led the discussion with input from the Highway 
Superintendent. 

The board was informed that the site contractor had been removed from the project due to persistent performance 
failures, including having to redo work multiple times. The project manager had suggested the town self-perform 
certain scopes of work to save money. The Highway Superintendent confirmed his department's willingness to 
perform rough and fine grading for the parking lot, while paving would be subcontracted. Septic system 
installation was also identified as a scope the highway department could handle in-house, potentially with 
assistance from the County Water and Sewer department. 

The Supervisor noted that pulling these scopes from the contractor is expected to generate a change order saving 
approximately $90,000. The board agreed that sidewalk and concrete apron work around the building, as well as 
potential paving to the dog park for ADA compliance, would be subcontracted rather than self-performed.  

Regarding the security fencing that the departing site contractor had removed, the Supervisor asked the Highway 
Superintendent to identify a vendor to replace it quickly. The fate of on-site dirt piles was briefly discussed; the 
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consensus was to meet with the project manager and landscape engineer prior to making decisions about grading 
or redistribution, including a potential future pickleball court pad area. 

On the dog park, the Highway Superintendent reported that grass on the larger side was coming in well. The board 
agreed to reopen the large side of the dog park within approximately one week, while keeping the smaller side 
padlocked pending additional seeding and grading work.  

The plumbing subcontractor was reported to be near completion, expecting to turn the work over to the next trade 
imminently. 

7. Public Be Heard  
Motion to open the Public Be Heard session was made by Board Member Vivenzio and seconded by 
Board Member LaPointe. The motion carried unanimously. 

No members of the public wished to speak. 

Motion to close the Public Be Heard session was made by Board Member Wellauer and seconded by 
Board Member Rizzo. The motion carried unanimously. 

8. Department Reports 
a. Attorney  
Supervisor Blair reported that all is quiet. The town has several active lawsuits being handled by attorneys 
assigned by NYMIR, the Town’s insurance carrier. Two assessment challenges are pending, filed by the same 
parties who previously challenged their assessment. The Attorney also assisted with the Sroka PDD resolution. 
No other significant matters were reported. 

b. Bookkeeper  
The Supervisor reported on behalf of the Bookkeeper. Part-time Bookkeeper Mary Beth continues to work. 
Significantly, the Annual Financial Reports (AFRs) for 2022 and 2023 have been filed and accepted by the State 
Comptroller, and the town has been authorized to proceed with the 2024 AFR. Bonadio has gained remote access 
and have begun accounting and reconciliation work. 

On a challenging note, Heather notified the town that she will no longer be able to perform payroll after four more 
weeks, necessitating a replacement. The Bookkeeper has suggested a modular staffing approach—one person 
handling payroll, another handling AFRs and reconciliations, with periodic oversight—rather than a single full-
time position. The Supervisor noted he is currently managing payroll transfers and capital account payments in 
the interim. 

c. Planning Board  
The Supervisor reported that Planning Board Chair Bob Edmunds has been strategizing about board membership 
as several members rotate off. The Supervisor identified a prospective new member—Don Kasper Jr., an engineer 
residing in town—and indicated he would circulate his resume for board consideration. 

Notable planning activity included the opening of a Pizza Hut in town and ongoing work related to East Hill 
Medical. A new site plan application for an office building on County Line Road was also received and referred 
to the planning board for review. The Supervisor noted that the applicant's proposed use must be confirmed to be 
compatible with the applicable zoning district. Chair Edmunds also indicated a desire to transition out of planning 
chair arrangement, potentially as early as January. 

The Supervisor highlighted that the town was recently certified as a Pro Housing Community, which opens 
eligibility for a $250,000 technical assistance grant to fund infrastructure master planning. This was noted as a 
significant opportunity to advance long-deferred planning for water system upgrades and other infrastructure 
needs.  
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d. Codes/Fire Marshall  
The Codes/Fire Marshal reported the following activity for July: 

● 7 permits issued in July; 35 permits issued year-to-date through July 

● No complaints issued 

● 10 projects closed out (1 Certificate of Final Occupancy, 9 Certificates of Final Compliance) 

● Fees collected: $1,150 for the month; $4,090 year-to-date 

● Year-to-date construction value: approximately $2,900,964 

● 10 fire safety inspections conducted 

Miscellaneous activity included calls regarding potential new tenant potentially occupying a space when a 
Halloween store vacates on November 3rd, and various zoning compliance inquiries. The Fire Marshal also 
reported that two out-of-service fire hydrants in a private district were cited. One has been replaced; the other near 
Chipotle requires a correction to bring the riser to the proper height, with work currently underway. The Water 
Superintendent was noted as the point of contact for pressure testing upon completion.  

e. Zoning Enforcement Officer  
A written report from the Zoning Enforcement Officer was read into the record by Councilman Wellauer. Activity 
included calls regarding commercial zoning on Healy Road, an application for a professional office on County 
Line Road referred to the planning board, roof code and design planning inquiries, a query on allowable use for 
battery storage, questions on setbacks and approved building lots at the PDD on the corner of Turnpike and Route 
34, inquiries regarding signage at Subaru and East Hill Medical, and zoning inquiries from various real estate 
agents. 

The Supervisor noted that the battery energy storage systems (BESS) inquiry was generating repeated follow-up 
correspondence from a developer, and the board discussed the appropriate response. 

Battery Energy Storage Systems / Zoning Moratorium Discussion: The board agreed that the prudent approach 
was to adopt a zoning moratorium to allow time to study and properly amend the zoning code before permitting 
BESS, data centers, tiny houses, and barndominiums—all identified as emerging uses not currently addressed in 
the town's code. The board discussed the appropriate moratorium duration, settling on 9 months as the preferred 
term. Board Member Wellauer suggested the moratorium scope include all four topic areas. The board directed 
the town attorney to draft a local law adopting the moratorium for consideration at the September meeting.  

f. Assessor  
The written Assessor's report noted the following July/August activity: review of recent real property sale listings 
and transfers, updates to inventory discrepancies in the real property software, entry of building permit 
information into the RPS software, and meetings with property owners to discuss real property tax exemptions, 
assessed values, and related matters. 

g. Fire Dept.  
A written report for July was summarized. The department responded to 58 total incidents, including 27 medical, 
1 hazardous situation, 15 public service, 14 non-emergencies, and 1 law enforcement assist. Mutual aid was 
provided to others, and 10 mutual aid responses were received. The department's Turkey Raffle is scheduled for 
November 13th. 

The Supervisor conveyed the fire department chiefs' expressed concern about the volume of medical/EMS calls 
and the continued reliance on mutual aid, reiterating their desire for progress on the ambulance district. The 
Supervisor noted that the lack of agreement between fire commissioners and chiefs regarding a suitable facility 
site has caused delays. Two alternative property sites have been brought to the Supervisor's attention. 

A member of the public—a local landowner—addressed the board, offering to discuss the potential use of a 
centrally located property as a public safety facility to support a proposed ambulance district. The board 
acknowledged the offer and indicated a work session should be organized to evaluate multiple candidate sites with 
engineering input.  
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h. Highway Dept.  
The Highway Superintendent reported the following activity for the month: roadside mowing and tree trimming, 
brush pickup, mulch delivery to residents, assistance to neighboring towns (primarily Brutus), completion of dog 
park drainage work, and blacktop patching on various town roads. The Supervisor commended the department 
for its work. 

The Supervisor and Superintendent briefly discussed the current salt budget, noting that $63,000 of the $65,000 
salt budget has been spent for the year, and that the barn storage is currently full. Budget planning discussions 
were anticipated to begin soon.  

The board also discussed having a local contractor (Steve Brown of Big Red Construction) provide a quote for 
siding work on the town building.  

i. Water Dept.  
The Supervisor distributed a copy of a recent county inspection report for the town's water system. The report 
covered general system information, distribution infrastructure, and the water storage tank. The on-site inspector 
was able to address several minor items in real time. No significant concerns were identified. 

j. Town Clerk  
The Town Clerk reported receipts for July as follows: $8,057 total received; $8,010.50 deposited to the general 
fund; $24.00 to the annual population control program; and $22.50 to the Department of Health. The Supervisor 
noted that hunting and fishing license processing is underway for the busy season, with Deputy Clerk Jeana 
assisting regularly. 

k. Animal Control  
The Dog Control Officer's written report for July 2026 was noted: 1 complaint received and 1 notice to comply 
issued. 

l. Committees  
Parks: The park update was addressed under Agenda Item 6.3. 

Veteran Affairs: The Supervisor noted the need for a new Veteran Service Officer, as the prior officer has moved 
out of town. The Supervisor also announced that resident and long-time town volunteer Mr. Madgziak has been 
selected to participate in an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. on September 19th. The Supervisor indicated he 
would attend and noted the opportunity for community members to submit letters for "mail call" during the flight.  

Sennett Seniors: The Sennett Seniors luncheon was held the prior day with 97 attendees. The guest speaker was 
the historian from a local chapel, who presented a history of the subject. The luncheon was well-received. The 
next meeting will be held at the lodge. 

Historian: The Historian reported the completion of a significant records organization effort, categorizing 
research and historical materials accumulated over many years. Paper files have been organized by 
family/individual name and are now stored in the town office, with future digitization anticipated. The Historian 
noted the value of obituaries as a genealogical research tool and indicated that such information is being 
incorporated into the files. 

9. Old Business 

Town Records Project  
The Supervisor noted this item remains on the agenda as a standing reminder. No further digitization work is 
anticipated without a records management grant; grant writing opportunities are expected to open between March 
and May of next year. 

 

 



 

6 
 

 

Handbook Updates  
A meeting with HR consultant has been scheduled for the following week to review the drug policy and other 
handbook needs. Board members wishing to attend were invited to do so remotely. 

E-Code 360 Codification Project Status  
The project remains on track, with completion anticipated around Thanksgiving. 

Town Hall Capital Needs – Sidewalks, Parking Lot Striping, Painting, Etc.  
Discussion touched on coordinating the painting of exterior wood elements (signposts, fencing, etc.) to match the 
town's established dark brown color standard. 

Town Branding & Marketing Project  
The Supervisor and a board member agreed to schedule a meeting at the American Legion to advance the town 
branding and marketing initiative.  

Vehicle and Traffic Safety Signs Status & Results  
The Supervisor reported that the speed feedback signs are operational. One sign was relocated to O'Neil Road in 
response to a resident request, and another is planned to be moved to Depot Road. One sign remains to be 
deployed, pending fabrication of a mounting post. The board also noted increased State Trooper enforcement 
activity in the commercial corridor, which was well-received by nearby residents. 

AED Purchases/Replacements  
Board Member Wellauer to follow up with Chief Green regarding AED training. 

Employee Positions to Fill  
The payroll replacement need was addressed under the Bookkeeper report. The Supervisor noted ongoing efforts 
to identify candidates. 

Boards in Need of New Members  
The Supervisor identified a prospective Planning Board member (Don Kasper Jr.) and invited board members to 
submit additional candidate recommendations. Vacancies remain on the ZBA (one alternate) and Planning Board 
(one alternate) and Board of Assessment Review (one member). 

Water & Sewer ACH/Credit Card Status (by District)  
Approximately 85 customers (roughly 10% of the customer base) utilized the online/credit card payment option 
during the most recent billing cycle, representing a slight increase from the prior quarter. 

Dog Park Completion  
Addressed under Agenda Item 6.3. The larger dog park area is expected to be reopened within one week. 

Harriet Tubman Scenic Byway  
The board's prior unanimous vote to support the Harriet Tubman Scenic Byway was reaffirmed. No further action 
was taken. 

200th Township Celebration for 2027  
The Historian reported on a well-attended planning meeting, with 9 people present representing a strong cross-
section of long-time residents and town families. The event date has been set for July 18, 2027, selected as the 
summer celebration date closest to the actual bicentennial date of March 18, 2027. The Sennett Fire Hall has been 
secured as the venue, with the option to use the firehouse as a rain contingency. Ideas generated included a horse-
and-wagon procession from the firehouse to the park, a display of historical photographs contributed by 
community members, and possible banner installation for the actual anniversary date in March. The next planning 
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meeting is scheduled for September 9th at 10:00 AM at Town Hall, and community members are welcome to 
attend.  

10. New Business  
No new business items were presented. 

11. Supervisor Correspondence/Report  
The Supervisor highlighted three items of correspondence: 

Pro Housing Community Certification: The town's recent certification as a Pro Housing Community was noted, 
opening access to various state grants, including a $250,000 technical assistance grant for infrastructure master 
planning. This was discussed further under the Planning Board report. 

Supervisor's Laptop Replacement: A quote was presented from Business Systems of Central New York to 
replace the Supervisor's laptop, which is no longer functional. The board was asked to approve the purchase in 
the amount of $1,953.07. 

Motion to approve the purchase of a replacement laptop for the Supervisor's office per the Business 
Systems of Central New York quote was made by Board Member LaPointe and seconded by Board 
Member Wellauer. Roll call vote: Supervisor Blair – Yes; Councilman Wellauer – Yes; Councilman 
LaPointe – Yes; Councilman Rizzo – Yes; Councilman Vivenzio – Yes.  The motion carried unanimously 
(5-0). Motion Passed. 

Twin Birch Dairy Ag Water Complaint: The Supervisor reported receipt of an Agriculture & Markets 
inspection report related to a neighbor's complaint about agricultural water infiltration from Twin Birch Dairy 
operations. Following extensive review, inspectors found the water control infrastructure installed by Twin Birch 
Dairy to be in compliance, with no corrections recommended. 

Rescue Me Ranch and Equine Center: The Supervisor shared information about Rescue Me Ranch and Equine 
Center, located on Parcell Road, which provides equine-assisted therapy services to veterans, individuals with 
PTSD, and people with developmental disabilities. The board expressed support for featuring the organization in 
the town newsletter as a community business spotlight.  

12. Executive Session  
No executive session was held. 

13. Payment of Monthly Bills  
Monthly Vouchers: 

Motion to approve payment of the monthly vouchers was made by Councilman LaPointe and seconded 
by Councilman Rizzo. Roll call vote: Supervisor Blair – Yes; Councilman Wellauer – Yes; Councilman 
LaPointe – Yes; Councilman Rizzo – Yes; Councilman Vivenzio – Yes.  The motion carried unanimously 
(5-0). Motion Passed. 

GC Payment Application No. 4 – Renovation Construction: 

The board discussed the fourth payment application submitted by the general contractor, Renovation Construction, 
in the amount of $30,729.50. The Supervisor noted a disagreement between the GC and the project architect 
regarding the percentage of work completed, with the architect believing the GC is drawing slightly ahead of 
actual completion. The board weighed the risk of project slowdown against the architect's protective position and 
concluded that withholding payment would cause greater harm to the project schedule. The motion was 
conditioned upon receipt of proper lien releases from any subcontractors paid with these funds. 
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Motion to approve payment of Pay Application No. 4 to Renovation Construction in the amount of 
$30,729.50, conditioned upon receipt of proper lien releases, was made by Board Member Wellauer and 
seconded by Board Member LaPointe. Roll call vote: Supervisor Blair – Yes; Councilman Wellauer – 
Yes; Councilman LaPointe – Yes; Councilman Rizzo – Yes; Councilman Vivenzio – Yes.  The motion 
carried unanimously (5-0). Motion Passed. 

14. Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn was made by Board Member Rizzo and seconded by Board Member Wellauer. The 
motion carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 

The next Regular Meeting of the Sennett Town Board is scheduled for September 17, 2026. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kathleen Salisbury, Town Clerk  

Town of Sennett 
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