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Sennett Town Board Regular Monthly Meeting 
June 19, 2025 

 
Minutes of the Town of Sennett Town Board Meeting Held on Thursday, June 19, 2025, at 6:00 PM at 
the Sennett Town Office Building. 
 
Members Present:  Thomas Blair, Supervisor  

James Vivenzio, Councilman  
   Edward Rizzo, Councilman 
   Kristopher LaPointe, Councilman  
Excused:  Michael Wellauer, Councilman 
 
Also Present:  Cheri Major, Bookkeeper 
   Kris LaPointe, Water & Sewer Superintendent 
   Harold Gilfus, Code Enforcement Officer 
   Brandon La Sagna, Highway Superintendent 
   Kathleen Salisbury, Town Clerk 
    
Residents:    Kate Sholar, Bill Feocco, Hayden Hares, Amy Rose 
 
Remotely:    Emilio Moran, MRB, Tom Gray, Steve 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by a brief 
prayer by Supervisor Blair. 

Roll Call 
The Town Clerk conducted the roll call: 

● Councilman Vivenzio: Present 
● Councilman Rizzo: Present 
● Councilman LaPointe: Present 
● Supervisor Blair: Present 
● Councilman Wellauer: Excused 

Approval of Minutes 
The board reviewed the minutes from the previous month's meeting. There was a discussion about a 
questionable name that had been included in the attendees list.  After some debate about whether the 
name should be kept as recorded or removed, the board agreed to amend the minutes. 

Councilman Rizzo made a motion to accept the amendments as presented. Councilman Vivenzio 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
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Public Hearing(s) - Prior Notice LL 
Supervisor Blair advised that at the May meeting, he introduced a local law regarding Prior Notice of 
Defect in the Town of Sennett. He explained that this law would replace an inadequate law from 1986, 
stating that before someone can lawfully sue the town, they must give notice of a defect or condition, 
and the town must have failed to remedy it in a reasonable period of time. 
The board opened the public hearing for Local Law A-2025, a Local Law to Provide A Prior Notice of 
Defect in the Town of Sennett. No members of the public spoke on the proposed local law. 
After closing the public hearing, the board discussed the adoption of the local law. 

Councilman LaPointe made a motion to adopt Local Law Number A- 2025. Councilman Vivenzio 
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Supervisor Blair instructed the Town Clerk to file the law with the Department of State and post it on 
the town website. 

Scheduled Speakers 
a. MRB – Engineering items 
Emilio Moran from MRB provided updates on various engineering projects: 

● Water Master Plan: Examples were provided to the town for review. 
● Water Rate Study: Initial information gathering has been done, but more follow-up is needed. 
● Ambulance District: A meeting was held to discuss the report, with more details to be added. 
● Planning Board Services: One incoming application is being processed. 
● Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund: Contracts are signed, and 

implementation is underway. 
● Water District 8: The public hearing was held, and grant applications are in progress. 
● Subdivision Regulations Update: Documents for the town to declare intent for lead agency were 

provided. 
● GIS Water Supply Mapping: Data gathering is complete, and initial mapping will begin soon. 
● Parks Grant: Discussed the potential for applying for competitive parks grants and the need for 

more public input and planning. 

Public Be Heard (3 Minute Time Limit Per Speaker) 
The public hearing was opened, but no members of the public came forward to speak. The hearing was 
then closed. 

Department Reports 
a. Attorney 
Supervisor Blair provided an update on behalf of the attorney, who had a conflict. He reported on work 
related to SEQR resolutions, ambulance district information, and the need for updates to the employee 
handbook. 

b. Bookkeeper 
Cheri, the bookkeeper, reported on financial matters, including interest rates, capital projects, and 
ongoing audits. She mentioned the need to complete quarterly reports for the USDA related to the Water 
District 1-3 project. 
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c. Planning Board 
Councilman Rizzo reported on behalf of the Planning Board: 

● Pizza Hut was approved 
● Grant Ave subdivision was approved 
● Preliminary meetings were held for the Vitale batch plant and Grant Perry projects 

d. Codes/Fire Marshall 
Mr. Gilfus reported on building permits, inspections, and violations. He noted that Pizza Hut is close to 
obtaining their building permit, pending a state permit for work along the highway. 

e. Zoning Enforcement Officer 
Councilman Vivenzio read the zoning report in the absence of Mr. Wellauer. The report included 
updates on various zoning inquiries and ongoing projects in the town. 

f. Assessor 
Councilman LaPointe presented the assessor's report, which included information about the Board of 
Assessment Review meeting, STAR exemption changes, and property transfers. 

g. Fire Dept. 
No report was provided, but the board expressed gratitude for the volunteers' service. 

h. Highway Dept. 
Mr. La Sagna reported on ditching work to address water flow issues. He also mentioned ongoing work 
related to drug and alcohol testing compliance for CDL drivers. The board reviewed and approved the 
284 agreements for road work. 

i. Water Dept. 
Mr. LaPointe provided updates on various water department activities, including repairs, alarms, pump 
maintenance, and upcoming GIS mapping work. 

j. Town Clerk 
Kate, the Town Clerk, reported on April and May receipts and disbursements. She also mentioned 
progress on the digitization project for town records. 

k. Animal Control 
Councilman Vivenzio presented the animal control report, which included information on complaints 
and animal-related activities. 

l. Committees 
● Parks: The board discussed the dog park completion, including drainage issues and the need for 

ongoing maintenance. They decided to schedule a ribbon-cutting ceremony for July 1st at 10:00 
AM. 

● Historian: No report due to illness. 
● Sennett Seniors: Councilman LaPointe reported on recent and upcoming activities for the 

Sennett Seniors group, including luncheons and planned trips. 
● Veterans Affairs: Supervisor Blair provided an update on the Memorial Park project, including 

the installation of flagpoles and ongoing work on pedestals and lighting. 

Old Business 
The board briefly discussed ongoing projects and issues, including the Harriet Tubman Scenic Byway 
request, town records project, handbook updates, and town branding efforts. 
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New Business 
a. 250th celebration planning 
The board discussed the need to begin planning for the town's 250th anniversary celebration next year. 
They considered forming a committee involving veterans, seniors, and the historian to develop ideas 
for the celebration. 

Supervisor Correspondence/Report 
No correspondence or report was presented. 

Executive Session – (contract negotiations) 
Councilman LaPointe made a motion, seconded by Councilman Vivenzio to enter into executive 
session at 7:03 p.m. to discuss contract negotiations and Councilman Vivenzio made a motion, 
seconded by Councilman Rizzo to return from executive session at 7:35 p.m. No action was taken 
during the executive session. 

Payment of Monthly Bills 
Councilman Vivenzio made a motion to pay all the bills. Councilman Rizzo seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously in a roll call vote. 

Adjournment 
Councilman LaPointe made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Rizzo seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
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