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Local Law Filing 

TOWN OF SENNETT 
TOWN OF SENNETT 

LOCAL LAW NO. 1-2026 

Dog Control and Licensing Law within the Town of Sennett 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board ofthe Town of Sennett, as follows: 

SECTION 1 TITLE: 
The title ofthis Local Law shall be Dog control and Licensing Law within the Town of Seimett. 

SECTION 2 AUTHORITY: 
This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the provisions of(Chapter 59; Part T ofthe Laws of2olo) Article 7 ofthe 
Agriculture and Markets Law and Municipal Home Rule Law Section 10 ofthe State ofNew York. 

SECTION 3 PURPOSE: 
The Town Board of the Town of Sennett, County of Cayuga hereby finds and declares that the purpose of this 
Local Law is to provide for the regulation, licensing and identification ofdogs. 

SECTION 4 DEFINITIONS: 
A11 terms not specifically defined herein shall have the meaning assigned to such terms within Section 108 ofthe 
Agriculture and Markets Law ofthe State ofNew York. 

As useð in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings inðicated: 

AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS LAW — The Agriculture and Markets Law of the State of New 
York in effect as ofthe effective date ofthis Chapter, as amended by this Chapter, and as thereafter amended. 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER That person or his or her authorized representative designated as such 
by the Town Board ofSennett. 

DOG — means male and female, Iicensed and unlicensed, members ofthe species canis familiaris. 

IDENTIFICATION TAG a tag issued by the Town Clerk which sets forth the identification number 
together with the name ofthe Town and State, the telephone number ofthe Town Clerk and any other information 
deemed necessary by the Town clerk. 

OWNER — Any person, firm, partnership, trustee, association or corporation owning, keeping, harboring or 
otherwise maintaining an animal. Animals owned by minors shall be deemed to be in the custody and control of 
the minors parents or head ofthe household where such minor resides. 

PERSON — A person, partnership, corporation, association or other organized group of persons, business 
entity, municipality or other legal entity. 

RESIDENT — (A person) an individual who maintains a residence within the Town of Sennett, County of 
Cayuga, State ofNew York. 
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RESTRAINT (LEASH LAW) — A dog must be controlled by a leash having a maximum length of six (6) 
feet while off the owners premises. A dog is considered under restraint if it is controlled by a Ieash having a 
maximum length of six (6) feet, within a vehicle being drïven or parked on the street, or within the property Iimit 
of íts owner or keeper with a restraint or fencing, or upon the premises of another with the consent of such other 
person and restraned or confmed to a fenced area. A retractable leash may be used as a restraïnt that the retractable 
leash is set and locked at six (6) feet when the dog ïs in the ïmmediate vicinity of the person or is on a sidewalk 
area. 

RUN AT LARGE — means to be in a public place or on private land without the knowledge, consent and 
approval ofthe owner ofsuch lands. 

TOWN — means the Town ofSennett, County ofCayuga, and State ofNew York. 

SECTION 5 LICENSING OF DOGS: 
No person shall own or possess a dog within the Town unless such dog is licensed and identifled as provided in 
Article 7 ofthe Agriculture and Markets Law and laws ofthe Town. 

A11 dogs within the Town that are four (4) months of age or older, unless otherwise exempted, shall be licensed 
within thirty (30) days ofacquiring said dog. No license shall be required for any dog which is under the age of 
four months and which is not at large. 

The owner of eaeh dog required to be licensed shall obtain, complete and return to tlìe Town clerk of the Town 
a dog license application together with the Iicense application fee, any applïcable license surcharges and such 
additional fees as may be established by the Town. 

SECTION 6 LICENSES ISSUED BY ANIMAL SHELTERS AND POUNDS: 
The Town does not allow the licensing of dogs by a shelter. The shelter MUST send the adoptive dog owners to 
the Town Clerk ofthe Town in which the dog will be harbored for licensing. 

SECTION 7 LICENSING GRACE PERIOÐ FOR DOGS LICENSED IN NEW YORK CITY OR 
OUTSIÐE NEW YORK STATE: 
Any Dog harbored within the Town which is owned by a resident ofNew York City or licensed by the City of 
New York, or which is owned by a non-resident of New York State and licensed by a jurisdiction outside the 
State ofNew York, shall for a period ofthirty (30) days be exempt from the licensïng and identification provïsions 
ofthis Local Law. 

SECTION 8 PROOF OF VACCINATION OF RABIES: 
Each license shall be accompanied by proofthat the dog has been vaccinated against rabies or a statement from a 
licensed veterinarian that such vaccination would endanger the dogs life in whieh case vaccination shall not be 
required. 

SECTION 9 TERM OF LICENSE ANÐ RENEWALS: 
Each license issued pursuant to this Local Law, shall be valid for a period ofone year and shall expire on the last 
day ofthe last month ofthe period for which it was issued. No license shall be issued for a period expiring afier 
the last day ofthe eleventh month following the expiration date ofthe current rabies eertificate for the dog being 
licensed. 

SECTION 10 FEES: 
(A) Individuat Dog License Fee: 

$7.50 for a spayed or neutered dog. 
$15.50 for an unsprayed or urineutered dog. 



Type of Ðog State Assessment Loeal Fee Total Fee 
SpayedorNeutered $1.00 $7.50 $8.50 

UnspayedorUnneutered $3.00 S15.50 S18.50 

(B) State Mandated Animal Population Control Surcharge: 
Each individual dog lïcense for a spayed or neutered dog shall be subject to an Animal Population Control 

Surcharge in the amount of $ I .00 payable at the time the dog license application is filed. 

Bach individual dog license for an unsprayed or unneutered dog shall be subject to an Animal Population 
control Surcharge in the amount of $3.00 payable at the time the dog license application is filed. 

(C) Purebred License: 
The Town will no longer issue Purebred or Kennel Licenses. A11 dogs will be licensed individually according 

to the fee system stated above. 

(D) Dog Enumeration Surcharge: 
Each dog found to be unlicensed during a Town dog enumeration, shall be subject to a $5.00 dog Enumeration 

surcharge payable at the time the application is filed to license said dog. 

(E) Rcplacement Tag Fee: 
A replacement tag fee of $3.00 shall be charged to offset the costs associated with the provision and 

replacement ofidentification tags. 

(F) Fce Exemptions: 
There shall be no fee for any license issued for the following: guide dog, hearing dog, service dog, war dog, 

working search dog, detection dog, police work dog, or therapy dog as those terms are defined in Section 108 of 
Article 7 ofthe New York State Agriculture & Markets Law. 

Each copy ofany license for such dogs shall be conspicuously marked Guide dog, Hearïng dog, Service 
dog, Working Search dog, War dog, Detection dog, police Work dog, or Therapy Dog, as appropriate, 
by the clerk. 

(G) The fee for a dog license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be amended from time to time by the Town 
Board by resolution. 

(H) A11 fees will be used in funding the administration ofthe Dog Control Law ofthe Town. 

(I) Records of all dog licenses issued shall be kept by the Town Clerk 

SECTION 11 ISSUANCE OF LICENSE IDENTIFICATION TAG: 
(A) Upon validation by the Town clerk of the Town of Sennett, a dog lïcense shall be issued and a record of its 
issuance retained in the office ofthe Town Clerk ofthe Town. Such record shall be made available to the State 
Commissioner ofAgriculture and Markets, or successor thereof. 

(B) No license shall be transferable. Upon transfer of ownership of any dog, the new owner shall immediately 
apply for a new license for the dog. A license cannot be transferred to another dog. 

(C) Change of Ownership, Lost or Stolen Dogs. Upon transfer of ownership of any dog, the new owner shall 
immediately make application for a license for such dog. The original issued identification tag shall remain the 
same for the life ofthe dog. 
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In the event ofa change ofownership ofany dog whieh has been assigned an offieial identification number or in 
the event ofa change ofaddress ofthe owner ofrecord ofany such dog, the owner ofrecord shall, within ten (10) 
days of such change, notify the Town Clerk. 

If any dog which has been assigned an official identification number is lost or stolen, the owner of record shall, 
within ten (10) days of the discovery of such loss or thefl, notify the Town Clerk. 

In the case ofa dogs death, the owner ofrecord shall so notify the Town clerk either prior to renewal oflicense 
or upon the time ofsuch renewal. 

(Ð) Identification tag. 
i. The Town Clerk shall assign a Town permanent official identifieation number to a dog when it is first 

licensed. Such identiflcation number shall be carried by the dog on an identification tag which shall be affixed 
to the collar ofthe dog at all times. 

ii. An identification tag is not required to be worn while the dog is participating in a dog show. 

iii. The official permanent identification number shall constitute the official identiflcation ofthe dog to which 
it is assigned, regardless ofchanges ofownership, and the number shall not be reassigned to any other dog during 
the lifetime ofthe dog to which it is assigned. 

iv. No tag caring an identification number shall be affixed to the collar of any dog other than the one it has 
been assigned. 

v. At the time a dog is first licensed, one identification tag shall be furnished to the owner at no additional 
charge. Any replacement tag shall be obtained by the owner at the owners expense. Any person wishing to 
replace a tag previously issued shall pay the sum of$3.00 to the Town Clerk for a replacement tag. 

SECTION 12 PENALTIES: 
Any owner in violation of this Local Law shall be liable for a civil penalty of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for a first 
violation; and One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for a second vïolation and One Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars 
($125.OO) for each subsequent violation. 

In addition to the penalties imposed under this Chapter, any person may be subject to fines and penalties for 
violations ofthe New York State Agriculture and Markets Law Article 7 and such person may be subject to the 
penalties contained in §t 18 ofthe state Iaw. 

SECTION 13 CONFINEMENT OF ÐOGS IN HEAT: 
A11 owners offemale dogs in heat shall keep such dogs confined in such manner as to not be in contact with other 
dogs (except for intentional breeding purposes) and so as to avoid creation ofa nuisance by attracting other dogs. 

SECTION 14 ENFORCEMENT: 
A. This cliapter shall be enforced by any animal control officer, peace officer, when acting pursuant to special 

duties, or police officer. 
B. Notwithstanding the existence of any other enforcement procedure or remedy, the Town Animal Control 

Officer shall be authorized to seize any dog that is unlicensed or any animal that in his or herjudgment is 
a danger to public health, welfare or safety. 

C. The Town Board may from time to time by resolution amend this Chapter to allow for leash requirements 
in other designated areas of the Town of Senriett upon the posting of signage clearly indicating such leash 
requirements. 



SECTION 15 SEIZURE; IMPOUNDMENT; REÐEMPTION AND AÐOPTION: 
A. Any dog found in violation ofthe provisions ofthis chapter may be seized pursuant to the provisions of § 

117 ofthe Agriculture and Markets Law. 
B. Every dog seized shall be properly cared for, sheltered, fed and watered for the redemption period set forth 

in § 1 17 ofthe Agriculture and Markets Law. 
C. Seized dogs may be redeemed by producing proofoflicensing and identification pursuant to the provisions 

of Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law and by paying the following seizure fee to the Town 
Clerk: 
(1) For the first seïzure: $25.00. 
(2) For a second seïzure ofthe same dog, within one year from the first seizure: $50.00. 
(3) For a third seizure ofthe same dog, within one year from the first seizure: $75.00. 

D. If the owner of any unredeemcd dog is known, such owner shall be requïred to pay the seizure fees set 
forth in Subsection C ofthis section, the impoundment and storage fees ofthe animal shelter keeping said 
dog and the euthanïzatïon fee, ifapplicable, whether or not such owner chooses to redeem his or her dog. 

E. Any dog unredeemed at the expiration of the appropriate redemption period shall be made available for 
adoption or euthanized pursuant to the provisions of § 1 17 of the Agriculture and Markets Law. 

F. Other animals shall be impounded and disposed of ïn the same manner as dogs, except that in no event 
shall the costs of seizure, impoundment, redemption, and euthanization be less than the actual costs 
incurred by the Town. 

G. The applicant for ay permit to keep or possess a dog, within the Town of Seimett, shall at the time of 
application pay to tbe Town the following fees: 

H. Type ofDog State Assessment Local Fee Total Fee 
Spayed orNeutered $1.00 $7.50 $8.50 
UnspayedorUnneutered $3.00 $15.50 $18.50 

I. There shall be no fee for any license issued for any guide dog, hearing dog, service dog, war dog, working 
search dog, detection dog, police work dog or therapy work dog as those terms are defined in § 108 of 
Artic1e 7 ofthe New York State Agriculture and Markets Law. 

J. The fee for a dog license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be amended from time to time by the Town 
Board by resolution. 

K. Enumeration Fee: When the Town Board determines the need for a dog enumeration, a fee of$15.00 will 
be assessed to all dogs found unlicensed or renewed at the time the enumeration is conducted. 

SECTION 16 REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT LOCAL LAWS OR ORÐINANCES: 
This Local Law shall supersede all prior inconsistent Local Laws, Ordinances, Rules and Regulations relative to 
the licensing of dogs within the Town. A11 prior inconsistent Local Laws, Ordinances, Rules and Regulations 
shall be, upon the effectïveness of this Local Law, null and void and will repeal the entirety of Town of Sennett 
Local Law #1 of2ol 1 (Dog Licensing and Control Law) 

SECTION 17 SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: 
The provision of this Local Law are declared to be severable, and if any section, subsection, sentence, clause or 
part thereof is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of any remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or part of this 
ordinance. 

SECTION 18 EFFECTIVE ÐATE: 
This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing in the office ofthe Secretary of State. 
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) 

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

l hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto ascribed as locai law number 1 of 2026 of the 

G/TownNi41ae of Sennett was duly passed by the Town Board on May 21, 2026 in 

accordance witfl the applicable provisions of law 

lT I n 1ìíitijjvì ! i3r i* !T 1 

UrÆY.! .l...l_y- ..S. - 

_ 
Il -i.r fl !_. :,-pl 

—. —i.d ---- _____ 

itki 

3. (Final adoption by referendum.) 
._.,,. ,.,..-.,,-y. ......i.y-. . - l. -  

. 
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_______________________ ________________________1. 
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- -
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1. (Šubject to pcrmicsive referondum and final adoption boGauso no valid potition wac filed roguostin 
eferendumT} 
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yi E.tl liifl IIIIÌ]ELJ 111J111L11, T-iP iuiie ,i _..._L - - 

u.,., l?IIr- .,e-...r.i r.,.,-.,prwvi 
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r,..y.j.,.r1j]lljijjjjW*]LUlJ1UjiftjJÌ1i[LjL1LilPlLU!JIflít1lJIlllW.. 
FUJJUIL!1]IJ[ - - 1Lii! UijiJ1.L - - 
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g -. .. • . . . 

_s.r.—

. 

(lf any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 

l further certify that l have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same is a 

correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in 

the paragraph 1 above. . 

Salisbury, Town Clerk 

(SeaIY 

(Date) 
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