
Sennett Town Board Regular Monthly Meeting 
May 15, 2025 

 
Minutes of the Town of Sennett Town Board Meeting Held on Thursday, May 15, 2025, at 6:00 PM 
at the Sennett Town Office Building. 
 
Members Present:  Thomas Blair, Supervisor  

Michael Wellauer, Councilman 
James Vivenzio, Councilman  

   Edward Rizzo, Councilman 
   Kristopher LaPointe, Councilman  
 
Also Present:  Cheri Major, Bookkeeper 
   Kris LaPointe, Water & Sewer Superintendent 
   Harold Gilfus, Code Enforcement Officer 

Jeff Lowe, Assessor 
Kathleen Salisbury, Town Clerk 

   Greg Hotaling, MRB 
 
Residents:    Sign in sheet attached. 
 
Remotely:    Tom Gray, Phil, Ed Lauckern, Lou Tabone 
 
Call to Order 

Supervisor Blair called the meeting to order and asked attendees to turn off their cell phones. 
He noted that the meeting was being recorded. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, followed by a prayer by Supervisor Blair. 

Roll Call 

The Town Clerk conducted a roll call. Councilman Vivenzio, Councilman Wellauer, 
Councilman Rizzo, Councilman LaPointe, and Supervisor Blair were all present. 

Approval of Minutes 

Supervisor Blair stated there was a packet of minutes from special meetings on April 10th 
and April 17th, as well as the regular monthly meeting on April 24th. Councilman LaPointe 
made a motion to accept the minutes as printed. Councilman Vivenzio seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
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Public Hearing(s) - WD #8 

Supervisor Blair opened the public hearing for Water District 8, motion to open by 
Councilman LaPointe, seconded by Councilman Rizzo at 6:04 pm.  This was the third public 
hearing, with several public information sessions held previously. 

A resident named Candy Searing from Beech Road spoke about petitioning neighbors for the 
public water project. She reported that 16 out of 23 households (69.5%) were now in favor, 
up from 14 out of 22 (63.6%) previously. 

A resident named Bryan Edmunds asked about the 3-number designations for properties on 
the website. Supervisor Blair said the engineer would address that question upon arrival. 

Joel Rossi from Barrington Way asked if Water District 6 infrastructure would be used for the 
new district. Supervisor Blair clarified there would be a new pump station at Pine Ridge Road 
and Route 20, but the water tank from District 6 would not be used. 

Manette Becker from Swamp Road expressed support for the project.  

Bethany Henyan from East Genesee Street Road also voiced support, citing water quality 
and supply issues at her home. 

Donna Blumrick from Swamp Road asked for clarification on the project boundaries. 
Supervisor Blair confirmed all homes on Swamp Road would be covered under the new map. 

Aileen Coleman from Carrie Court expressed support on behalf of her neighborhood. 

Supervisor Blair closed the public hearing, motion to close by Councilman Vivenzio and 
seconded by Councilman LaPointe at 6:14 pm. Greg Hotaling provided updates on grant 
applications and funding efforts for the project. 

The board reviewed and approved the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) 
documents for Water District 8. 

Councilman LaPointe moved to approve the SEQR resolution determining environmental 
non-significance for Water District 8. Councilman Wellauer seconded. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

The board then considered a resolution to form Water District 8. 

Councilman Wellauer moved to approve the enactment resolution forming Water District 8. 
Councilman Vivenzio seconded. The motion passed 3-0, with Councilmen LaPointe and 
Supervisor Blair abstaining. 
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Engineer Greg Hotaling arrived and explained the 3-number property designations were real 
property codes, with 200 indicating residential properties and 300 for vacant land. 

Scheduled Speakers 

MRB – Engineering Items 

Greg Hotaling from MRB Group presented a proposal for GIS mapping of the town's water 
system. The project would map the remaining 85% of the system not covered in previous 
work. He estimated 20 days of field work at a reduced rate using a summer technician. 

Water Superintendent Kris expressed support for the GIS system to improve efficiency. The 
board discussed potentially phasing the project over two years. 

Councilman Wellauer moved to approve MRB Group’s proposal for GIS utility mapping of the 
Sennett water system, to be conducted over 2 years at a cost not to exceed $54,950, with 
costs apportioned to each water district. Councilman LaPointe seconded. A roll call vote 
was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hotaling also provided brief updates on the wholesale water study, grant applications, 
and park grant opportunities. 

Harriett Tubman Scenic Byway 

Karen Cole, Executive Director of County Tourism, presented on the Harriet Tubman Scenic 
Byway project. She requested a resolution of support from the town to be included in the 
byway management plan. 

The board discussed concerns about potential restrictions on billboards and zoning 
changes. Cole clarified that existing billboards would be grandfathered in, but new off-
premise advertising would be limited. 

The board decided to further study the proposal before taking action. 

Public Be Heard 

Motion is made by Councilman Rizzo to open the Public Be Heard Period, seconded by 
Councilman Wellauer at 7:05 pm.  All in favor. 

Joe Rossi of Barrington Way expressed concerns about lower than expected tax revenues 
from the Sennett Meadows housing project. He suggested adjusting sewer billing to increase 
revenue. 

Debbie Chase of Barrington Way raised safety concerns about passing zones near Quincy 
Hill, requesting the town look into making it a no-passing zone. 
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William Short of Barrington Way voiced concerns about elderly residents from Sennett 
Meadows using electric scooters along Route 5 and 20, creating potential safety hazards. 

Residents also discussed assessment and tax issues related to Sennett Meadows, 
questioning the low assessment value compared to the project cost. 

With no further public comments, a motion to close is made by Councilman LaPointe and 
seconded by Councilman Rizzo at 7:22 pm.  All in favor. 

Department Reports 

Attorney 

The attorney was not present. 

Bookkeeper 

The bookkeeper reported she was starting to close out April financials after computer issues. 
She stated the capital project audit was nearly complete. Interest rates on town accounts 
were reported between 3.5-4.5%. 

Planning Board 

It was reported that Pizza Hut and Moran Dauphin subdivision were approved. Vitale is 
submitting a site plan review for a new batch plant. 

Codes/Fire Marshall 

The Codes Officer reported issuing 3 building permits in April, with 11 year-to-date. He 
conducted 4 fire safety inspections and completed required training hours. 

Zoning Enforcement Officer 

The Zoning Officer was not present, but his report included reviewing plans for new projects 
and fielding inquiries about potential developments. 

Assessor 

The assessor explained the income-based assessment process for Sennett Meadows, 
noting state laws limit what can be done. He reported the tentative assessment roll was filed 
and grievance day is set for the first Tuesday in June which will be June 3rd from 4 pm – 8 pm. 

Fire Dept. 

The Fire Department report for April showed 52 total alarms, 174 responders, and various 
call types including 3 fire calls and 34 EMS calls. 
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Highway Dept. 

The Highway Superintendent was absent but provided a written report. Updates included 
brush cleanup, preparation for paving projects, and installation of dog park amenities. 

Water Dept. 

The Water Superintendent reported on a water main break repair, meter installations, 
flushing of hydrants, and upcoming conference attendance. He also discussed scheduling 
interviews for a new water department employee. 

Town Clerk 

The Town Clerk reported $994 in receipts and provided an update on the records digitization 
project. 

The board discussed and approved a proposal for summer swim lessons through the YMCA. 

Councilman Vivenzio moved to accept the proposal from Auburn YMCA for the summer 
swim program, not to exceed $1,820. Councilman Wellauer seconded. A roll call vote was 
taken and the motion carried unanimously. 

Animal Control 

The Animal Control report showed 1 complaint and 1 notice to comply issued in April. 

Committees 

For the Parks Committee, it was reported that dog waste stations and benches were installed 
at the dog park. Signs still need to be placed. The board set May 30th as the opening date for 
the dog park. 

The board approved a subscription to Ancestry.com for the town historian. 

Councilman Rizzo moved to approve a subscription to Ancestry.com for the historian at a 
cost of $259 per year. Councilman Wellauer seconded. A roll call vote was taken and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business 

The board briefly discussed ongoing projects including the town records digitization, 
handbook updates, and vehicle/traffic safety sign results. 
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New Business 

250th Celebration Planning 

Supervisor Blair suggested the board consider how to celebrate the United States' 250th 
anniversary next summer. 

LL re Prior Notice of Defect 

Supervisor Blair presented a draft local law regarding prior notice of defects. The law would 
codify state requirements for notifying the town of issues before potential lawsuits. 

Councilman LaPointe moved to introduce the local law, declare it not subject to SEQR, and 
set a public hearing for June 19th at 6:00 PM. Councilman Vivenzio seconded. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

Truck Traffic Re-route 

The board discussed potential impacts of Skaneateles' new truck restrictions pushing more 
traffic onto Sennett roads. They decided to monitor the situation before taking any action. 

Supervisor Correspondence/Report 

Supervisor Blair presented a map plan report for a potential ambulance district. The board 
decided to schedule a public information session to discuss the proposal further. 

Executive Session 

No executive session was held. 

Payment of Monthly Bills 

Councilman Wellauer moved to pay the monthly bills with 3 or more signatures. Councilman 
LaPointe seconded. A roll call vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously. 

Adjournment 

Councilman Wellauer moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilman LaPointe seconded. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kathleen Salisbury, Town Clerk 
Town of Sennett 
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